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may 


be a natural law, 
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but 


Is It Christian ? 


asks 


There is a homely wisdom about 


LAURENCE 


HOUSMAN 


proverbs which the world ‘generally 


recognizes; for if their cautionary value had not been proved and found 


acceptabie, they would not have become proverbs. 


And though we do not 


count them as “holy scriptures”, they have been written for our learning, 
and the man who ignores their ‘teaching is a fool. 


VERY conspicuous example of 
foolishness, in the present day 
among national rulers, is that 
of the man who, having “sown the 
wind, reaps the whirlwind.” What 


‘does it mean? ‘ 


It means that, having behaved fool- 
ishly, his foolishness comes back on 
him with compound interest: that the 
doing of evil has produced greater 
because evil has in it a malig- 
nant life which waxes fat upon what 
it feeds on. 

Now here is a question: is that 
increased return of evil for evil, just 
or is it unjust. retribution? If it is 
unjust retribution why do we approve 
of the proverb? 

Surely we only approve of it 
because it is a true statement of 
natural consequences—of the law of 
eause and effect. The fool, we say, 
gets just what he deserves. Though 
he gets something very much worse 
than what he himself did, he is re- 
sponsible for the greater evil which 
his wrong-doing hag produced. The 
curse has come home to him—with 
interest. 


Man’s “Whirlwind” Vicious 


But while we recognize this law 
of natural consequences, we must 
also recognize that the retribution it 
brings on the wrong-doer, though 
“Gust,” is evil: the whirlwind is more 
destructive than the wind. When 
the whirlwind is translated into 
human terms, it may take a very 
diabolical form, and we see the law 
of consequences embodied in an 
instrument which is thoroughly 
vicious and vengeful in its operation. 

For those, therefore, who do not 
believe that the natural law is the 
highest law for man’s salvation, 
either in this world or the next, 
“just retribution” under the law of 
natural consequences will not be 
advocated or practised; still less by 
those who call themselves Christians. 

Even “an eye for an eye, and a 
tooth for a tooth” (which imposed a 
strict limitation -on the law of 


THE NEW NORM ? 


NE is surprised from time to 
“\" time to. hear pacifists still 
talking as if they expect, at the 
end of the war, something like the 
normal conditions of life that pre- 
vailed between the wars. 

It is true that war is, in a funda- 
mental sense, an abnormal activity 
of true man. But what if, at the 


cessation of the present hostilities, 
preparations for more total war Cin 
the belief that it will prevent war) 


should become the new norm? 
Difficult as is the task of the 
Pacifist now, it might well be even 
: " 3 

more difficult in such circumstances. 

Let your contributions to the Peace News 
Fund ensure that those difficulties are 
lessened by the possession, of our own 
means of printing the truth as we see it. 


‘ THE EDITOR 


Contributions since Jan, 25: £18 7s, 4d. 
Total to date: £4,126 9s. t0d. 

Please make cheques etc. payable to 
Peaca News Ltd., and address them to 
ee epee Peace News, 3 Blackstock 


natural consequences for evil done) 
was not the law advocated by Christ. 
The remedy which he advocated for 
evil had no evil in it: evil was not to 
be returned for evil, even in equal 
measure. His remedy was the re- 
turning of good for evil—“good 
measure pressed down and running 
over.” 2 

Therefore, though retribution 
might be the natural consequence of 
wrong-doing, from the recognition of 
which man might in time grow wise, 
the Christian was not called upon to 
be its operator: on the contrary, he 
was told not to be. 


Christian Law Ignored 


But this rule for Christian life and 
conduct has been so_ persistently 
ingored all down the ages that, in 
the social order. it has never been 
given a dog’s chance of making good. 
Still less, in the admired disorder of 
international rivalry has victory 
ever been regarded as the God-given 
means of doing wood, and good only, 
to a defeated enemy. 

“Hang the Kaiser!” “Make Ger- 
many pay!” was the war cry (when 
war was over) which gave the 
“Goupon Election” of 1920 its huge 
majority in support of “just retribu- 
tion.” That cry very effectively lost 
us the peace—in a Treaty which a 
certain Bishop of the Church of 
England described as “not only just 
but generous,” 

_ And now once more, in high places, 
just retribution is being advocated, 
and not merely as a wise policy, but 
as a Christian duty. We have the 
Archbishop of York’s word for it, 
that we shall fail in our duty as 
Christians if, having achieved 
military victory once more, we do not 
mete out “just retribution” upon 
those powers of evil, whose power 
was so largely the product of the mis- 
use we made of total victory 24 years 
ago. And that retribution is to come 
from no impartial seat of judgment, 
but from those for whose misuse of 
power (when all power was in their 


hands) this war is itself a “just 
retribution. 

Not Even Impartial 
Now if just retribution is a 


Christian duty, it should bef our 
desire and our aim to see it meted 
out impartially to all alike. But 
does the Archbishop show any 
anxiety that that should be done? 
Does he even show consciousness that 
retribution is due in any measure 
whatsoever to those whose “Christian 


duty” it now is to impose it on 
others?” 
The “Victory Blockade” which 


was imposed on Germany when the 
last war was over, and which resulted 
in the deaths ofp thousands of Ger- 
man women and children, has been 
described bv his’ predecessor. the 
present Archbishop of (Canterbury. 
as “one of the great crimes of 
history” Is there then to be no 
retribution for that? 

Is it not possible that Hitler and 
all he stands for is this retribution? 
And if so—though it may seem ex- 
cessive—is it unjust? For though it 
is not a Christianly-imposed conse- 


quence, it may be a natural con- 
sequence. 

If so, there we have an outstand- 
ing’ example of the fact that, though 
the retribution may be salutary in its 
warning, its operation is evil—so 
evil that our leading statesman 
roundly declares that there can be 
no negotiation foy peace with such 
a deformity of the human species and 
tells us to fight on and on—while not 
only Germany (this time), but all 
occupied Europe is starving—until 
total victory and a peace without 
negotiation can be secured. 


And suppose it cannot be? Is it 
not possible that a starved Europe 
will revolt against such a continua- 
tion, for so doubtful an end and so 
doubtful a benefit? And if, and when, 
that comes to pass, may not the deep 
humiliation of having to negotiate 
peace with the still undefeated 
powers of evil be, after all, a just 
retribution—because. when all power 


was in our hands, 24 years ago, We | 


used it ill? 


EXPLOITING THE 
TRAGEDY OF WAR 


S was to be expected, the 
war propagandists have 
been busy “cashing-in” on 

the tragedy whereby nearly 50 
children perished amid every 
circumstance of horror in the 
ruins of their school when it was 
struck by a German bomb. 

The Daily Mail (Jan, 22), for ex- 
ample, published on its front page 
pictures of,three of the victims under 
the heading: “The Work of Captain 
Schumann.” Here are some extracts 
from the story accompanying the 
pictures: 


The German daytight raid on London on 
Wednesday was led by Captain Schumann— 
a name to remember. Captain Schumann 
fast night broadcast a remarkable descrip- 
tion of hig exploit to the German people... 

The news of this German-inflicted horror 
has been broadcast to the world over and 
over again. It is inconceivable that Cap- 
tain Schumann is ignorant of the episode. 
Yet this was what Captain Schumann, in a 
voice which made no effort to conceal his 
pride of achievement, had to say. 

“All my planes reached their objectives. 
They dropped their bombs just where we 
wanted them to fall.” His exact words 


were: Jedes flugzeug erreichte seinen zie- 
braum. Wir haben unsere bomben gerarde 


dorthin geschwissen wo wir sie haben, 
wollten. 
Captain Schumann went on: “It was a 


most interesting raid—you might call it a 

special treat. It must have annoyed the 

English quite a lot. We dropped many 

pont ang we saw a great deal of destruc- 

It has been suggested that Captain 
Schumann should be listed among 
the “war criminals” to be tried 
after the war. But the above “evi- 
dence of knowledge or intention” 
would be torn to shreds in any Eng- 
lish court of law. I am not concerned 
with what may be the true character 
of any individual German pilot but 
solely with propaganda which uses 
the death and mutilation of little 
children for the furtherance of the 
prosecution of a conflict which by its 
nature makes inevitable such traged- 


jes. 
PRACTICE ON BOTH SIDES 


In point of fact Capt. Schumann’s 
remarks on the subject of the raid 
on London kave their counterpart 
in British official publications such 
as “Bomber Command”. They are 
the sort of thing one is accustomed 


‘to hear from the lips or pens of 


PACIFIST COMMENTARY 
EDITED BY “OBSERVER” 


Casablanca 
Meeting 


HE ten days’ consultations be- 
tween \President Roosevelt and 
Mr. Churchill in Morocco will perhaps 
prove to have made more of an epoch 
in American constitutional history 
than in the history of the world. We 
brave grown used to our Prime Min- 
ister flying about the globe. The 
Americans—devotees of novelty in 
other matters—have not yet grown 
used to a peripatetic President. That 
is why his journey received such ear- 
pricking pre-publicity as a happening 
which, when known, would establish 
his reputation for initiative beyond 
question. 

Since journeys and meetings of this 
kind will henceforward be an accepted 
part of the world’s volitical machinery 
—a necessary consequence of the an- 
nihilation of distance by modern loco- 
motion—I cannot but regret that the 
new departure had not been carried 
to its logical conclusion, and _ the 
Anglo-American ‘duumvirs paid a 
flying visit to Herr Hitler: if only to 
save the lives of the millions of Jews 
that are in jeopardy. 

Hamlet Without the Prince 


ANTASY apart, the impressive- 

ness of the meeting was seriously 
diminished by the absence of Stalin, 
and to a lesser degree by the absence 
of Chiang Kai-Shek, who, unlike 
Stalin, was not even invited. (These 
two leaders, be it noted, were not even 
represented.) One would have 
thought that, having regard to the 
actual war-situation, a meeting of 
this kind at which Stalin was not 
present was like Hamlet without the 
Prince of Denmark, and might do 
more harm than good. If the reply 
to Stalin’s message of tTegret had 
been: “Then it’s not much good car- 
rying on without you,” it might have 


(Continued on page 2) 


bomber pilots of both sides on their 
return from hazardous raids on enemy 
territory. 

It does not at all follow that Capt. 
Schumann had heard our broadcasts 
mentioned by the Daily Mail during 
the hours between his raid and his 
own broadcast; and even had he done 
so there is no reason to expect more 
value to be set by the enemy on our 
own accusations regarding the re- 
sults of raids than we are prepared 
to extend to their accusations, 

Can one imagine an average mem- 
ber of the RAF being deterred from 
broadcasting or giving an interview 
to the press by allegations from enemy 
sources that he had hit hospitals or 
homes for incurables? And it should 
be remembered that, as we are fre- 
quently informed, no German subject 
of Hitler is encouraged to listen to 
BBC broadcasts. 

PROPAGANDA COUNTERPART 


It is ironical to find at the foot of 
the same column in the Daily Mail 
from which the above quotations are 
taken a news item reading: 

110 DIE IN BERLIN 
Berlin’s death-roll following the RAF 
raid last Saturday has now reached 110, the 

German News Agency, quoted by Reuter, 

said last night. This figure, it is stated, 

includes 50 prisoners of war, 

Pure propaganda, of course! The 
only way to prevent future massacres 
of the innocents, short of stopping 
this war altogether, is for the recipro- 
cal “reprisal” bombing of towns far 
removed from the actual battlefields 
to be ended by mutual agreement 
through a neutral such as Switzer- 
land. 

That is up td us. If we as a com- 
munity so choose, with the remnants 
of democracy still left to us we can 
bring sufficient pressure upon our 
Government to compel it to start ne- 
gotiations with Germany with this 


object. 
T. J. E.WARBURTON, 
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Can We Win'- 
the Peace ? 


tHE combination of the Rujssian 

victories, the defeat of Rommel, 
and the invasion of N. Africa have 
engendered a mood of general 
cptimism. If not in 1948, then at 
furthest in 1944, the end will come; 
and the end can, of course, be 
nothing other than complete victory 
for the United Nations. There will 
still be the tiresome sideshow in the 
Far East, which The Times admits 
may go on for many years after the 
European affair is settled; but, for 
some reason, that does not count for 
very much in the eyes of the public 
nor, apparently, of the Government. 


In our opinion, this optimism lacks 
solid foundation. It rests on the un- 
spoken assumption that one side or 
the other must win. In the first 
place, there is more than one side to 
the present cenflict. The situation is 
over-simplified by arranging the 
belligerents into two teams: United 
Nations v Axis. The United Nations 
(includine Russia) may beat Ger- 
many; the United Nations (excluding 
Russia) may not beat Japan. We 
doubt whether there is any justifica- 
tion whatever for the assumption 
that, if and when Germany is beaten, 
Russia will join us in putting Japan 
back where she came from. 


In the second place, we doubt 
whether to win has, for Britain, any 
substantial meaning. As _ between 
Russia and Germany it has. There 
is a direct power-struggle between 
those two great nations, not dis- 
similarly organized; and it looks as 
though this must be Germany’s last 
attempt to thrust Russia back from 
Eastern Europe. Unless Russia can 
be permanently deprived of the 
Ukraine (which now appears im- 
probable) Russia must henceforth 
grow stronger relatively than Ger- 
many. 


But the situation of Britain is not 
so simple. In what sense can we be 
said to have won if we succeed, with 
sinews mainly provided by America, 
in re-establishing France as -the 
enemy and watch-dog of Germany? Is 
there one atom more likelihood that 
France will have the strength and 
will to fulfil that role after this war 
than she had before it? To 
imagine that the class-cleavage in 
France, which was deeper than in any 
European country, will be overcome 
in such a fashion that she will be 
strons enough to undertake the 
burden of a new period of national 
hostility to Germany is to imagine a 
vain thing. 

There appear to be three possibilities: (1) 
Communist revolution throughout Europe; (2) 
the formation of a Latin bloc (apparently 
favoured by the American State-Department), 
which might have as its counterpart a North- 


ern federation; and (3) a federation of 
Europe under German auspices. 


This last was perhaps more possible two 
and a half years ago than it is today. But 
it is not incompatible with (2). Neither is 
(2) incompatible with a close political and 
economie rapprochement between Russia and 
Germany. This last is, of course, now repre- 
sented as inconceivable. It is quite possible. 
Indeed, Stalin is the only head of the United 
Nations who has put forward a reasonable 
war-aim vis a vis Germany. 

But it is not at all easy to see how any of 
these possible solutions can be regarded as a 
victory for Britain. If it be regarded as a 
victory for Britain that ahe should succeed in 
imposing on Europe a capitalist economy, it 
is reasonably certain that such a victory would 
merely precipitate Germany and Russia into 
each other’s arms. If British victory consists 
in re-establishing all the independent national 
States, it is already clear that the burden of 
maintaining them will be more than we can 
bear. If America is inclined to undertake the 
job of keeping Europe in order, well and good. 
It is manifestly too much for us. 


The conclusion is that, on the most 
severely realistic grounds, the sooner 
we can end the war by proposing a 
peace of all-round justice, the better. 

The longer we go on, the more 
certainly we lose the peace. 


done something to lessen the Russian 
dictator’s stubborn suspicion of 
Americo-British. designs. He might 
even have reconsidered his decision. 
That would have been the best: for 
his participation in the council of war 
might have prevented President 
Roosevelt’s magniloquent description 
of it as the “Unconditional Sur- 
render” meeting. It is not improbable 
that Stalin, whose Russia has had to 
bear the brunt of the war as neither 
Britain nor America has borne it, 
would take the first opportunity of 
ending it on favourable terms. At 
any rate, he has shown himself dis- 
inclined to rhodomontade on the sub- 
ject of war-aims. (In any case, he 
has no concern with “unconditional 
surrender” by Japan.) - 
“ Possibilities ”’ 
[N considering Russia’s attitude to 
the “unconditional surrender” of 
Germany, “once again a sober appre- 
ciation of possibilities is called for’, 
to quote the New Statesman (Jan. 30). 
And these are some of the possibilities 
it appreciates: 

It will hardly have escaped notice in 
Berlin that Stalin's latest Order of the Day 
exhorted the Russian armies to march “for- 
ward to the routing of the German invaders 
and their expulsion over the boundaries of 
our motherland”. We do not propose to 
read too much into this method of defining 
Russian victory, though it is not the first 
time that Stalin has employed this phrase- 


ology. 

Quite possibly, being « realist, he de- 
liberately avoids ‘‘a Berlin’? flambuoyancy 
in his Orders. Possibly again, he may 


conceive that appeals to his soldiers’ love of 
their country are more effective on occas- 
ion than exhortations to liberate the Poland 
of M. Sikorski or to invade and destroy 
Hitlerite Germany. Possibly, too, he may 
both have desired to counter Dr. Goebbels’s 
propaganda line (Fight, or the Bolsheviks 
will ravage your homes’) and have also in- 
tended to remind London and Washington 
that Russia’s conception of adequate vic- 
tory depends on the adequacy of her Allies’ 
contribution to it. 

We suggest no more than that. But 
suppose that 1948 passeq with no really 
effective second front opened by Angilo- 
American exertions, and with the German 
armies—weakened further by Russian at- 
tacks but not disintegrated—still on Russian 
soil. If Hitler in those circumstances with- 
drew behind the Curzon Line, while Russia 
was able to occupy those territorial positions 
in Finland and Rumania that. Stalin regards 
as essential for Russian security. would 
there be any reason, in the absence of com- 
prehensive United Nations agreement, for 
Stalin to risk the loss of further man-power ? 


Unconditional Subjugation 


NCONDITIONAL surrender, explained 
President Roosevelt to journalists (Times 


Jan. 27), did not mean the destruction of the 
populace of Germany, Italy and Japan. An 
unnecessary assurance, one would have thought, 
unless the US has discovered mass-production 
methods of destroying 200 million human *be- 
ings. It meant “the destruction of the phil- 
osophies in those countries based on fear and 
hate and the subjugation of other peoples.” 

How woolly-minded the leaders of great 
nations ¢an permit themselves to be! “‘Un- 
conditional surrender...means the destruc- 
tion of philosophies...based on the subju- 
gation of other peoples.” Does that mean 
anything? If unconditional surrender means 
(i.e. involves) the destruction of a philosophy 
based on the subjugation of other peoples in 
the minds of those who surrender, it -also 
means the formation of another such philos- 
ophy in the minds of those who enforce the 
surrender. For what jis unconditional sur- 
render but the acceptance of subjugation? 
King Lear said, “Nothing will come of 
nothing.” 


No Fun for Australia 


OWEVER, while the President was lin 
the highest spirits, jokingly referring 
to his visit being like a trip to the Riviera, 
and Mr. Churchill, “with his familar cigar 
and victory badge was in superbly buoyant 
form” (Times, Jan. 27), on the other side of 
the world the fun was less uproarious. At the 
very moment that the news of the Moroccan 
meeting was made public, Mr. Curtin broad- 
ee to America a statement which contained 
this: 

“Time is now fighting on the side of Japan. 
The relegation of the Pacific theatre to a 
holding war means that Japan ig buying 
cheaply the time she needs to exploit the re- 
sources she has acquired and to prepare for 
an onslaught which the Uniteq Nations will 
find it costly to outfight...Delay on the 
Allied side in the Pacific is a consolidating 
opportunity to a ruthless and_ relentless 
enemy.” 

At the same time the Australian newspapers 
reflected that. the Japanese “‘are not likely to 
regard their ineffective invasion of Papua as 
a wasted enterprise in view of the exertions 
and sacrifices they have obliged the Allies to 
make in ousting them’ (Times Canberra cor- 
respondent. Jan. 27). 


China “ Rebuffed” 
AS 


regards China, whose leader (says the 
of the measures which they” 


official statement) “hag been apprised 

4 (Roosevelt. and 
Churchill) “are undertaking to assist, him,” 
Time, Jan. 11, carries a front page story telling 
how the Chinese military mission to USA 
“had been ignored and rebuffed” ever since it 
arrived in Washington in April 1942, until 
at last Chiang Kai-Shek had recalled it. Gen. 
Hsiung Shih-fei. the leader of the mission, 
says Time, “had been assured a place at the 
tables where United Nations’ high stratezy 
is made”. 

“|. . Nothing happened. When Admiral Leahy 
was appointed the President’s personal Chief of 
Staff, the General called to pay his respects. 
That was Gen. Hsiung’s only contact with 
the Allied High Command. No invitation to 
sit in on the councils ever arrived. Perhaps 
the USA felt impelled to snub China because 
the Russians. not at war with Japan, did not 
want to take part in discussions on the Far 
Easi. But probably most of the trouble was 
a vast and inexcusable neglect.” r 

At this moment comes the story that Tojo 
intends to make a liberal peace offer to China, 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 


“providing for the restoration to China of her 
1927 status, with joint ownership in Manehuria 
and Lease-Lend assistance from Japan” (E. 
Standard, Jan. 27). 


Giraud and De Gaulle 
N° doubt the duumvirs met in Moroccu 
i largely with the object of overcoming 
the political and military impasse there, Gen. 
Giraud accordingly shook hands with Gen. de 
Gaulle and they issued the following classical 
and Gallic statement: 

“We have met. We have talked. We have 
registered our entire agreement on the end 
to be achieved, which is the liberation of France 
and the triumph of ‘human liberties by ithe 
total defeat of the enemy. This eng will be 
obtained by the union in war of all French- 
men, fighting side by side with all their 
allies.” 

That does not take things very far; neither 


does the assurance of the French National 
Committee in London that “the necessary 
liaisons will be established” and “conversa- 


tions will continue.” 
28) reports: 

“Gen. Giraud is believed to have suggested 
that Gen. de Gaulle accept. his leadership, and 
when this was turned down to have outlined 
a Council of Three, to. consist of Gen, de 
Gaulle, himself and an unnamed umpire. This 
apparently was not acceptable, ang de Gaulle 
in turn suggested that he be the political 
leader of the entire French movement. against 
the Axis, with Giraud as C-in-C of all the 
French fighting forees. Agreement on_ this 
point was not reached.” 

If that be true, Gen. de Gaulle seems ta be 
digging in his rather unreasonable toes. 


Wishful Thinking 


Pees. the “air of secret satisfaction— 
4 an expression of ruminating complac- 
ency” (Mail, Jan. 27), which was observed in 
the chief actors at the Casablanca meeting. 
will prove to have been justified by subsequent. 
military events. It is inconeeivable that it 
should ever be justified by any larger view 
of world-events. And the outsider can hardly 
avoid the feeling that a great deal of wishful! 
thinking was indulged in. 

Unless they were counting on a sudden co'- 
lapse of enemy morale-—itself a form of wish- 
ful thinking—it is hard to see cause for com- 
placency, if the nim be truly set at the un- 
conditional surrender of Germany, Italy, and 
Japan. That seems to be a very long way 
off, even in the case of Germany, and still 
further in the case of Japan. Nor is it easy 
to helieve that a mood of “unconditional sur- 
render’' wilh be induced in Germany unless 
the Germans are assured of a tolerable future. 
And the assurances will have to be such as 
they can trust. The mere word of Roosevelt 
or Churchill or both combined will not suffice 
in view of 1918. 

* * Ed 


A S Sir W. Beveridge says (Herald, Jan. 28): 
i “To translate the generalities of the 
Atlantic Charter into practical terms ia one 
of the most urgent tasks of statesmanship 
today.”” Did the duumvirs make any head- 
way at all with that? 

Moreover, in sober fact, the United Nations 
have not yet come near to inflicting such a 
crushing military defeat on Germany as Ger- 
many inflicted on France and Russia. Is there 
any reason for believing that Germany will 
be less stubborn in defence than Russia her- 
self? Hns anything happened yet that the 
German High Command was not prepared for? 


The Daily Mail (Jan. 


JOHN SCANLON ‘veplies to 


critics of his article on the 


My article on the Beveridge Report has brought some criticism. 


My 


critics will agree that the main theme bf my article was not the arithmetie 


of the scheme. 


WICE in my lifetime I have seen 
the world engulfed in slaughter 
and the hatred necessary to 

keep the slaughter going. In my 
working life I have experienced the 
economic crash of 1908, 1921 and 
1931. I knew that these things 
should not and need not be. 

The question I asked myself was: 
Will the Beveridge Report help us to 
a solution of these problems which 
killed 7,000,000 young men in the 
last war and may kill millions in this 
war and the next one? Another 
question I was asked was: Would the 
Beveridge Report divert the mind of 
man from the main task once again? 
This I feared. , 

Was I being pessimistic, as one 
reader suggests? What has _ hap- 
pened? Whilst mankind should be 
trying to discover the origins of this 
war as the only means of keeping us 
out of the next, what in fact is it dis- 
cussing ? 

On the day the Report appeared the 
press of this country behaved as 
though the Report was a new rose, 
standard bread, or a free set of 
Dickens for signing the insurance 
form on the back page. It was a 
glorious distraction. All the news- 
papers were vieing with each other 
in making it a typical press stunt. 


High-powered experts ran_ their 
columns to explain the manifold 


wonders and blessings of the scheme. 

Why did I fear the Report would 
serve to distract our minds from the 
real issues? Let our minds go back 
to the years before the last war. 
When, from 1901 on, the diplomats, 
financiers, and armament rings con- 
trolled by financiers, were preparing 
their hell’s brew, what were we dis- 


What I hoped ‘for was a sense of proportion. 


cussing on the eve of the war? We 


were discussing 9d. for 4d. 

For the past twenty years the real 
dividing line in politics has been the 
question of a shilling or two either 
way for the unemployed. That in- 
soluble problem shattered the Labour 
Government in 1931. Are we- to 
emerge from this war and march to 
the next discussing £2 per week for 
the unemployed, provided t#e nation 
is working full time? 


READERS’ CRITICISMS 


As to the correspondence, several readers 
say I did not mention that insured persons 
already pay Is. 6d, or Is. 10d. per week. 
True, I did not, as everybody knows it. On 
that detail of the scheme there was only one 
point. It was that the 4s. 3d. contribution is 
the total sum to be deducteg from wages. 
Yet, according to scores of surveys in in- 
dustrial areas a large section of the population 
is already on or below bare subsistance level. 
The fact that the worker is already paying 
1s. 6d. or Is. 10d, per week does not alter 
the total sum the Report proposes. 

Oltther readers say it is a scheme of insur- 
ance designed to give security. But what 
are we insuring against? Searcity! If so 
scarcity cannot be combatted by transferring 
coins from one pocket to another. Are we 
insuring against abundance? For that is 
man’s problem—how to consume his abund- 
ance. 

Another reader says that the buying power 
of those who receive the Beveridge benefits 
will be increased. True. But conversely 
those who pay away/jan increased amount 
will have their buying’ power reduced by the 
amount of increase they pay. That does not 
make an increase of consuming power, it 
is only a transfer. 

To other renders may I say that nowhere 
did I say we could not afford two pieces of 
paper marked £1. In peace time paper is 
easily made, but will it give us a title to 
food, clothing, and shelter? A reader says 
they have salved the problem in Russia. But 
Russia is not a Parliamentary Democracy 
with the amount of its material wealth de 
pendent on the gold in the bank vaults. Brit- 
ain is—in peace time. 


BEVERIDGE REPORT 


Another reader says, let the vested interests 
attack the Report. The point ig that apart 
from the Life Assurance offices, they are 
not attacking it. But, note, the Life Assur- 
ance offices are also in the money-lending 
business, and their rivals don’t like that, The 
real vested interests have said nothing. The 
press, however, which speaks the mind of the 
vested interests, has welcomed the Report. 

Probably the real vested interests feared 
that this war, like other wars, would create 
a revolutionary ferment. Accordingly it must 
have come as a sense of relief to know that 
the workers of Britain were still at the stage 
when their revolutionary fervour could be 
satisfied by putting a little bit away for the 
rainy day. 

I am all in favour of anything that will 
give a sense of gecurity to the people of this 
country. But, alas, Sir William Beveridge 
snys that his scheme of security is dependent 
on a different foreign policy and a different. 
economic relationship as between nations. 

Let me say in conclusion, as I have said 
before, that one insuring authority as pro- 
posed by Sir William is better than the ex- 
isting chaos and waste, to say nothing of the 
legalized robbery. I had already mentioned 
that the late Sir Arnold Wilson and Pro- 
fessor Levy. in their book on industrial as- 
surance, had convinced me of that long ago. 

But I also know that in spite of man’s 
folly Nature, fertilizers, and machine power 
ean supply material wealth in abundance. 
Knowing that, I was hoping that the magni- 
tude of the tragedy which has once again 
overwhelmed mankind would have carried us 
past the stage when man, living in an era 
of scarcity, had to think of the rainy day. 

Britain is afflicted with two curses—the 
foreign polHey of Queen Eljzabeth and the 
money policy of William of Orange. Any- 
thing that diverts our attention from these 
two is not a help—it ig a menace. 


Neither the Peace Pledge Union nor Peace 
News itself ia necessarily committed to views 
expressed in the articles we publish. (Still 
less does the acceptance of advertisements 
{mply endorsement of any views expressed or 
implied therein or PPU connection with the 
matter advertised). Contributions are wel- 
comed, though no payment is\made. They 
should be typewritten, if poseible, and one 
side only of the paper should he used. They 
may not be returned unless «8 stamped 
addressed envelope ia enclosed, nor ean we 
andertake to acknowledge all correspondence 
owing to increased cost of postage. 


February 5, 1943 
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WORDS OF PEACE —- 6 


Barabbas or 
Jesus ? 


HE question seoms a hopeless one 
after about 2,000 years of reso- 
lute adherence to the old cry 

“Not this man but Barabbas”; 


; yet it 
is beginning to look as if Barabbas 
was @ failure in spite of his strong 
right hand, his victories, his empires 
and his millions of money. 

“Thig man” has not been a failure 
yet, for wobedy has been sane enough 
to try his way. The moneyed, re- 
spectable, capable world has been 
steadily anti-Christian and Barabbas- 
esque since the crucifixion, and the 
specific doctrine of Jesus has not, in 
all that time, been nut into political 
or general social practice. 

IT am no more a Christian than 
Pilate was, ‘or you, gentle reader, and 
yet I am ready to admit that, after 
contemplating the world and human 
nature for nearly sixty years, I see 
no way out of the world’s misery but 
the way that would have been found 
by Christ’s will if he had undertaken 
the work of ‘a enodern practical states- 
man. 

George Bernard Shaw, 
in the Preface to his 


“Androcles and the Lion.” 


Letters to the Editor 


Owing to the large number of claima 
on our severely limited space, correapond- 
ents are urged to keep their letters very 
brief, and preferably under 250 words. 


PACIFISM AND 
POLITICS 


WWVHAT would be the position of 

" those pacifists who refuse to co- 
operate in any effort towards a ne- 
gotiated peace made by any other 
section of the public, if our present 
government put forward any such 
proposition? 

Every extra day of war only gives 
added momentum to the moral back- 
ward slide of our age (not to mention 
the wastage of lives and materials) 
and any party or “ism” that has even 
a vestige of sanity in its make-up 
cannot help but clamour for an im- 
mediate cessation of hostilities. 


G. H. WYATT 
Bryngwyn, Westbourne Av., Rhyl. 


What is the real motive of the 
Armistice Campaign? Its supporters 
admit that it hag little chance of 
stopping the war—if it kad we would 
all surely support it—but they claim 
that it is nevertheless valuable. 


Is it? I fear that it may be merely 
an attempt té drown in action, un- 
related to. its declared ends, their 
bitter realization of their impotence 
in the present political situation. 
Such a motive seems to me to be 
darfgerously similar to that impelling 
so many war supporters, and it is 
likely to have the same results— 
the production of an illusory sense 
of unity within the | movement, 
bitter opposition from without which 
will destroy even that partial sym- 
pathy and tolerance which now exists, 
and, finally, a more complete sense of 
frustration. 

It is comparatively edsy to suffer for your 
faith when other people believe in it sufficiently 
to fear it and persecute you for it, but when 
they ignore it, as the Government and the 
public are ignoring pacifism, it is often diffi- 
cult to find it at all. But should pacifists 
create opposition in the hope of finding their 
faith by fighting for it? Guch seems to me to 
be the real notive of the campaign. 

K. JANNAWAY 


Lower Barehurst, Stonegate, 


Tunbridge Wells. 


The “Words of Peace’ Nos. 3 and 4 oc- 
curring in PN almost side by side with the 
correspondence encourage me to suggest that 
pacifism ig incompatible with any form of 
government wherein the opinion of a majority 
(no matter how great) ig held to govern the 
actions of a minority (no matter how small). 


There has not been published in all the 
correspondence a letter representing the view 
which I am sure other readers share: that 
there are no short cuts toward “‘peace in our 
time” but that pacifism is the ultimate ex- 
pression of a society in which the ‘will to 
dominate” has been entirely superseded by the 
will to serve. 


Shall we ‘‘ deal with evil” or 


LIVE with MEN ? 


May I suggest that Dick Sheppard House be decorated with a monument 
“peace is proved to be nothing more than a 
It is the clue to many problems that have bothered mem- 


coverer of the important scientific fact that 
dirty interval between two wars.’’* 


bers of the PPU who, having signed the Pledge, have sought to implement it. 


to the dis- 


Let me 


apply it to some aspects of just pne iof them— the problem of stopping this war and making 


peace. 


i the first place it clears up what 
some pacifists have felt was the 

greatest mystery of all: why (and 
how) some of their fellow-pacifists 
are agaimst both stopping and con- 
tinuing the war. Making pips 
squeak, they point out, is as bad as 
war: “bloody” or “filthy” means (to 
use John Taylor’s terminology)— 
what’s the moral difference? 

Some of them who are less skilled 
in fence-sitting sometimes seem to 
suggest that there is a difference 
(especially if We should emerge from 


the war as pips and They as 
squeezers!), and that this “filthy” 
business is one of those usually 


anonymous Things that are Worse 
Than War. These folk realize that 
the only reliable way of ensuring that 
there will be no dirty interval is to 
keep the war going for ever. 

Of course, that is too simple for 
other pacifists, for whom life has no 
kick if it is not complicated. So they 
are for keeping the war going “only” 
for so long as it takes to cure the 
squeezers of their original sin of 
desiring to make pips squeak. Then, 
when the last squeezer has obtained 
his clean bill (some daring pacifists 
would take the chance when a 
majority has been certified cured— 
provided it ineludes all the enemy) 
the war can be safely called off with- 
out any fear of a dirty interval. 


* * * 


Probably most pacifists, however, 
and nearly all near-pacifists, are less 
ambitious. They would be satisfied 
with a more humane squeezing of 
pips. 

Whatever the actual technique— 
and the working out of it provides 
scope for enough conferences, mem- 
oranda, retreats, training, and argu- 
ment to constitute its own Jjustifica- 
tion—the point is that the pips must 
be squeezed, but squeezed in such a 
way that (preferably) they do not 
actually squeak, but that at any rate 
they do not fly about all over the 


place beyond the control of the 
squeezers. 
* * 
Controi—that is the keyword. As 
a writer in The Friend (Jan. 15) 


puts it 


While active love—and faithful patience 
—are a sine qua non both now and Jater, 
the abnormal people now in power in Cen- 
tral Europe cannot be “left at large’’. 
Whatever curative ideas may be propounded, 
it is clear that this active evil must be 
wholly removed. No gentle waiting for the 
slow infiltration of loving thoughts will he 
feasible. By reason of their training, 
Friends should be more able to act as chan- 
nels for the conveying of that creative love 
and power which are stronger than all the 
evil in Europe. But it takes prolonged 


training to fil oneself for such high work 
—and how many of us are fit? Meanwhile, 
as we prepare, as we learn to pray, let us 
not show unbelief in the need for dealing 
working in 


prompt!y with the active evil r 
“sickness”, 


the centre of FEurope’s great 

however it has been caused. 

Squeeze, brothers, squeeze! More 
patiently this time—but more wholly. 
More curatively this time—but attend 
to the job in hand and take your in- 
quiring eyes off how the “sickness” 
has been caused. Use “creative 
love” this time—but with power .... 
stronger than all the evil.” Prepare 
and learn to pray this time—yes, but 


keep your powder—I mean, deal 
promptly with the wicked other 
fellow. m ss 


There is, in conclusion, the school 
of thought which not only is opposed 
to both war and dirty intervals, but 
advocates a special process whereby 
even non-violent squeezing of pips is 
eliminated. 

Though it too derives most of its 
joie de vivre from making the carry- 
ing out of the process as complicated 
as possible, its main principle is, 
essentially, simplicity itself. It is 
that the pips should voluntarily 
squeeze themselves into something 
like the shape We have designed for 
them. 

The most important step in tke 
process of achieving this is to make 
our design so attractive that the pips 
will be quite unable to resist the urge 
to squeeze themselves into it. That, 
at any rate, would be the effect of 
this line of policy: the actual method 
would probably be for the mass of 
little pips to turn squeezers and 
squeeze the big pips—notably “Mr. 
Pip Hitler’—thus keeping Our Hands 
Clean. 

Anyhow, the point on which ALL 
agree is that, whatever the alter- 
native, in no cireumstances must WE 
ever become pips. 

* * * 

All? Well there is an insignificant 
number of cranks who have some 
weird ideas about regarding all pips, 
squeezers, ex-pips, ex-squeezers, and 
would-be squeezers as men, and 


seeking a modus vivendi (instead of, 


the present modus moriendi) as a pre- 
liminary to making the world safe 
for—imen, all men. 

But you have only got to realize 
that they overlook the important fact 
that there is Nothing to Prevent 
people regarding them as pips to see 
how utterly absurd they are. 
ANTISTHENES 


letter entitled 


*John Taylor. PN, Jan, 22, 


“Pip-Squeaking Peace”. 


Do we believe that “the eternal forces of 
truth always Work in the individual” and are 
we impressed with the speed with which such 
forces achieve real ends? The attempt to 
reconcile this outlook with any current con- 
ception of politics appears to me to add an 
unnecessary complication. 

‘WwW. BUCKINGHAM 
No. 1 Bungalow, Charville Lane, Hillingdon. 


How deeply Henry Barratt misjudges those 
who do not support an immediate armistice! 

If a non-swimmer sees a boat capsize far 
out to sea will he improve the situation by 
flinging himself into the water and futilely 
beating the waves, with one foot on the 
bottom? He may wish passionately to save 
the victims, but thig will not. be the way to 
help them best. 


Because we are tired of the horror. and of 
our own inaction, we must not be blind to 
the facts. The majority of people are simply 
not prepared to consider an armistice at the 
moment, mainly because it would mean treat- 
ing with the Nazi regime, but part!y because 
life is still pretty comfortable for many. 

The time WILL come when we shall be able 
to act, and we shall do it all the better if 
there have been no false moves first. 

(Mrs.) VERA LAWRANCE 
69 Southend Cres., S.E.9. 


The correspondence which has followed our 
expressed doubts on your leader opinion that 
a pacifist may as legitimately be a Conser- 
vative as a Socialist has roved so widely that 
comment could hardly be encompassed in 250 
words. 

Mr. Trayner has trailed his coat temptingly, 
and your readers may like to compare his two 
letters to see how the argument has shifted. 
He is perhaps himself the answer to his as- 
sumption that all who are not Conservatives 
are State Socialists. In the hope that his 


final personal question is not merely rhetor- 
ica] each of us is answering it persorfilly. 
We are now drawing up a statement of 


essential common ground in our “political” 
outlook, beyond which we hope to publish as 
a symposium our divergent individual inter- 


pretations of it. 
BILL GRINDLAY 
DONALD PORT 
RONALD H. SMITH 
HOWARD WHITTEN 


British National Party 


Having taken the trouble to do that which 
so few readers of Peace News appear to do 
--find out at first hand, instead of by hear- 
say, the programme of the British National 
Party. I can only say that it is the best 
programme of any political party yet. The 
only alternative to this programme which one 
can see at the present moment is a_robot- 
slave state controlled by International Finance 
as foreshadowed by Jack London in “The 


Iron Heel”. 
OLIVE BENNETT 
29 Fairfield Grove, S.E.7. 


Contact with C.O.s 


May 1! appeal to COs who have gone to work 
on the land to get into contact with the near- 
est PPU group? There has been a great dilu- 
tion of pacifist effort through failure to link up 
again. Even if the pacifist lJandworker is 
rather tied, people may be able to visit him, 
and his connexion may mean fresh life for, a 
struggling little rural group. 


In this area, I know of two keen PPU 
members who, in their WAC hostels, are try- 
ing to start groups among their fellows. It 
has been discovered that many COs who are 
now living together in these hostels have never 
belonged to any pacifist body. Now is the 
opportunity to help them broaden their sym- 
pathies and to enlist their support, 


“THISTLEDODGER”’ 


ee basia of he Peace Pledge Union ts 
the following pledge which is signed 
by each member: 
i RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVEB 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER. 

The address to which new signatures of 
the pledge should be sent, and from whick 
further particulars may he obtained is: 
PPU HEADQUARTERS, 

Dick Sheppard House, 


6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 


The Development 


Secretary Reports 
JITH the coming of the New 


\ Year my travels started again 
and on January 2 I found myself in 
Nottingram for the East Midlands 
Area Meeting. During the following 
week I visited groups at Newark, 
Lincoln, Loughborough, Northampton, 
and Leicester, travelling to Birming- 
ham, at the weekend, for a meeting 
of the National Development Com- 
mittee. 


The Birmingham Regional Council 
kindly invited the members of the 
Committee to a social, when some of 
us discovered that answering “Brains 
Trust” questions is not as easy as it 
appears. 


During my stay in the West Midlands Aree 
a varied programme was arranged for me: 
apart from attendance at the Area Meeting; 
and the Birmingham Regional Meeting, If 
visited groups at Coventry, Hall Green. 
Quinton, and Kidderminster, and a County 
War Agricultural Hostel, at Bockleton Vicar- 
age. In this way I obtained a good cross- 
section of the Area, visiting old-established 
and newly re-formed groups, in widely 
separated parts of the Area. 

From Kidderminster, I went to Bogner 
Regis, for a meeting of the Southern Area, 
when I spoke on finance. I was interested to 
learn at this meeting that as a result of Ida 
Hillman’s recent article in Peace News a sum 
of over £38 haq been received to he!p the 
work of a member now living and working 
amongst the women-folk in a remote Indian. 
village. As the culmination of a very busy 
period I returned, the following day, to Head- 
quarters, for ‘2 meeting of the Berks., Bucks., 
and Oxon, Area. 


MEMBERS’ DIFFICULTIES 


‘One result of my nightly struggle 
with the bus services in provincial 
centres is that the stalwarts who at- 
tend group meetings regularly have 
my respect and sympathy. 1 
find that winter transport difficult- 
ies are tending to hamper meetings, 
and groups in many places now feel 
it wiser to concentrate more on sum- 
mer-time activities. 

Another trend which I have noticed is that 
many groups now meet in private houses, 
rather than in halls, etc., as membera feel 
that this makes for a more frank and informal 
discussion. I was impressed with the keen- 
ness of COs in WAC hostels and hope that 
Areas will keep in touch with these units. I 
think they will find a ready sale for the 
latest literature in the hostels. 

I have received many more Area 
reports this month but unfortunately 
most of them do not contain anything 
of outstanding interest. Two items 
in the West Midlands Area report 
are, however, worthy cf greater pub- 
licity. 

The Stoke group has helped to form a food- 
relief committee which has arranged a civic 
week with services in all the churches, many 
public meetings, a photographic display, a 
flag day and good publicity in the papers. It 
was hoped to raise £5,000 by this effort, for 
the Greek Red Cross. The Area Treasurer 
reports that 4,500 of their well-known Christ- 
mas cards, by Mr. Pitfield, were printed and 
sold and that the profit of £28 has been for- 
warded to the Ditk Sheppard House Fund. 

A really outstanding item of news 
concerning development comes from 
Yorkshire. It is that Leonard A. 
Bird, of Huddersfield, who was re- 
cently appointed whole-time organizer 
for the West Yorkshire Region, has 
now become tke organizer for the 
whole Yorkshire Area. 

A new group has already been brought into 
existence by him at Spenborough and there 
are hopeful signs of revival in other places 
* * 

My own duties will take me into the West- 
ern Area from Jan. 30 to Feb, 7, and into the 
North-West Area from Feb. 18 to 19. 


ALBERT TOMLINSON 


Vera Brittain’s 


HUMILIATION 
WITH HONOUR 


We Rewer 


3s. 6d.: a limited number of 
copies autographed in aid of PPU 
funds, 5s. 
Postage 4d. 


from THE PPU BOOKSHOP 


DICK SHEPPARD HOUSE 
Endsleigh Street, London W.C.1. 
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PEACE NEWS 


oe 


OTABLE publicity for the ques- 
tion of food relief has included 
a letter in The Times by the 


PRESSED to employ some kind ot | Famine Relief Committee, newspaper 


check to ensure that conscientious 


articles by the Belgian Premier and 


objectors, exempted from military ser- | Mr. Herbert Hoover and a prominent 
vice and directed to other work, do in | news story in the Daily Mail (Feb. 1) 
fact put in their full hours at that | recounting “some of the facts put 
work, Mr. Bevin told the House of | before the Allied bureau dealing with 
Commons, Jan. 28, that he did not! post-war requirements by Dr. *X,’ an 
think the problem big enough to }eminent Belgian scientist,” concerning 


warrant “the creation of new  insti- 
tutions.” 


distress in his country. 
Following are extracts from the 


When his questioner, Wing-Com- | letter, signed by the chief officers of 


mander James, suggested that because | the 


Famine Relief Committee, in 


the problem was not a big one “the | The Times of Jan. 29. 


local police can keep an eye on them,” 
Mr. Bevin replied: “I should like to 
have notice of that.” 


When, on Jan. 28, John Barclay, a member 
of the National Council of the Peace Pledge 
Union, appeared before the local tribunal at 
Putham (having been allowed to register as a 
CO in advance of his age group being called 
up for military service), he was given un- 
conditional exemption. 

A statement of John Barclay’s record 
read out, and the Chaiman said there aa 
no matter on which they wished to ask ques- 
tions. John Barclay then handed in a list 
of 15 men and women, well known in different 
Spheres, from whom he had letters in support 
of his application, and told the tribunal that 
Mr. Kingsley Martin, Editor of the New 
Statesman, was present to give evidence for 
fim. After looking through the list of per- 


sons sending letters the tribunal intimated 
hat they were satisfied as to John Barclay’s 
objection, 


_Another CO who has been granted uncon- 
ditional registration recently is L. V. Priestly. 
until recently a solicitor well known ag a 
representative of COs before the London Ap- 
rpellate Tribunal. He had been sentenced to 
twelve months’. imprisonment at Greenwich 
police court, and later was conditionally reg- 
tetered by the London Appellate Tribunal. His 
latest tribunal hearing followed his failure, 
with reasonable excuse, to comply with the 
conditions. : ; 


Arthur Rosewarne, 21-year-old son of Percy 
Rosewarne, Peace News distributor in York 
vias sent to prison for six months, on Jan. 
22, for again refusing his medical examina. 
tion. Last year he received one month for 
the same offence, but Perey Rosewarne in- 
forms us that. he will not appeal to the Ap- 
pellate _ Tribunal. A birthright member of 
the Society of Friends, Arthur Rosewarne has 
felt unable to submit his case to’the tribunals 
on the ground that they cannot adjudicate on 
moral issueg, 


To the Editor of Peace News 


May I, through the columns of your paper, 
express my sincere thanks to those who so 
kindly sent me good wishes and Christmas 
cards while I was a prisoner at Strangeways, 
Manchester. If the people responsible for 
euch thoughtfulness could realize the happi- 
ness it brought me, I feel sure they would be 
well repaid. They are: Harrogate, Mirfield, 
and Shipiey PPU Groups; a Wakefield group 
(whether PPU or Friends I'm not sure); 
Friends at Huddersfield and (I believe) Man- 


chester Friends or PPU, but I have no proof | 


of this (the signatures are Joan Boyes, Hiram, 
Lucy E., and R. H. Ellis; Richard Davison; 
James R, Taylor; and Sidney de Nalyer (7?)). 
Many thanks to you all. Perhaps if I 
mention that I am not, nor ever have been, 
a member of any PPU group or any other 
peace organization, and that, up to going to 
prison, I had never met, personally, any 
other CO, you will better realize just how 
much it meant to receive those cards, bear- 
ing so many signatures of people who were 
in sympathy with me. My best wishes for 
the future growth and prosperity of the PPU, 
particularly on the “absolutist’” line! 
(Miss) HILDA MARSHALL 
148 Town St., Leeds 12. 


Cat & Mouse 


6d.; 7d. post free 
Repeated prison for C0 s?—The 
issues examined 


The C0. & 
the Community 


by Fenner Brockway 
(2d.; 3d. post free) 


4] (BeFCeatral Board for €.9."s, 
6 Enda'eigh Street, W.C.1. 


LECTURE — DISCUSSIONS 
EVERY FRIDAY—7 p.m. 


Feb. 5. The French Terrorists 
John Hewetson 
Feb. 12. Recital af Negro Folk 
Music Max Jones and 
Albert McCarthy 
Feb. 19. The Future of Rritain 
F. A. Ridley 
Colonial Blacks on the 
Move Chris Jones 
Admission free. Questions. 
Discussion. 


FREEDOM PRESS ROOMS 
27 Belsize Road, N.W.6. 


(Two mins. Swiss Cottaze .Tuhe) 


Feb. 26. 


In view of the misconception evident in 
the minds of some of your readers we con- 
sider it opportune to outline the scheme 
which the Famine Relief Committee, on the 
recommendation of its medical and other 
technical advisers, has submitted to the 
Government for the relief of children up 
to 16 years in Belgium, together with nurs- 


ing ang expectant mothers nq _ sufferers 
from deficiency diseases. This scheme is 
also intended to apply to children, and 


similar categories, in Greece. 

The scheme proposes the provision of 
2.000 tons a month of vitamin capsules and 
dried "milk, to be brought from America 
in neutral shipping, at the cost of the 
Belgian Government...The amount of 
extra calories daily a person is 264, which 
seems negiigible, but is of real benefit when. 
as in Belgium, the daily intake is stated 
to be round about 800 to $00 calories instead 
of the normal 2,700 for many classes of the 
population. 

While we are assured that for these small 
quantities neutral shipning is available. we 
are fully aware that difficulties of shipping 
and contro] would preclude large scale feed- 
ing of the civilian populations of occupied 
countries; but the example of controlled 
food relief in Greece, where the represent~ 
atives of the International Red Cross and 
the Swedish Red Cross are able to maintain 
if, strengthens our conviction that the 
schemes we propose are cavable of being 

* put into effect without benefit to the enemy 


ACCOMMODATION 

FOR ALL properties to be tet or sold in 
N.W. London and Districts, apply to McCraith 
and Brooks, Auctlonvern unu surveyors, 44 
Market Place, N.W.11. Upeedwell 9883. 8 
fines), who will give special attention to the 
reyuirementa of pacifists. 

HOUSE, Wood Green, 2 minutes tube; lease 


£9 years; 6 rooms, scullery, bath; £450, 
Croker, 11 Cranbrook Park, N.22, 
LOWER PART house to let, unfurnished, 


Stanmore; rent moderate. Applicants should 
feel able to give about 7 hours service weekly 
to widower occupying upper part. Box 721 
PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4, 

ONE ROOM Chalet, fitted cupboards, porch; 
Oil cooker; 15s. wkly. Also single berth Cara- 


van, 10s. wkly.- Both main water, plot of 
ground included. Peaceful situation, minute 
Newton-Totnes Rd. Crocker, Bilter, Ipple- 


pen. 

WANTED TO RENT, by married C.O. doing 
hospital work N. London, small house or 
ground-floor flat with garden. Two children. 


Box 637 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


YOUNG COUPLE seek lodgings, rooms, or 
house area formed by: Hitchin, Hatfield, Har- 
penden, Luton. Robert Long, The Hoo, Whit- 


well, Herts. ed 
EDUCATIONAL 
FIND RECREATION and new power to 
serve through speaking and writing. Corre- 
spondence (also visit) lessons 5s., c’asses 
1s. 6d. Dorothy Matthews, B.A., 32 Primrose 
Hill Rd., London, N.W.3. 


FOR Sal & WANTED 

LAMB BRAND RIBBONS, cleanest, longest; 
3s. 6d. each, 10s, three, 18s. 6d. six; state type- 
writer, colour(s). Dense black carbons, quarto, 
foolscap, 10s. hundred (minimum). All post- 
age paid. Compare values. Lamb's (PN) 15 
Prospect Place, Preston. 

WANTED exchanges for good engravings 
and. oil~painting, suitably framed. Any kind 
of article considered. Box 724 PN, 3 Black- 
stock Rd., N.4. 

WANTED TO PURCHASE, 
Wellingtons, size 3-4, fairly new. 
Long Whatton, Longborough. 

LAND & COMMUNITY 

FARM TRAINING. Some vacancies avail- 
ab'e immediately for those who intend te 
work in Jand communities now and post war. 
Application forms from Community Farming 
Society Ltd., Mid Farm, Lissington, 

HALF SHARE in market, garden in West 
Middlesex for sale. Five acres, some glass. 
£70 cash. Box 725 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., 
N.A4. 

TWO young pacifist farmers require ad- 
ditional capital in taking larger farm. Full 
security: references. Box 723 PN, 3 Black- 
stock Rd., N.4. 

UNCONDITIONALLY EXEMPT C€.0O. de- 
sires to buy or rent small holding for estab- 
lishing piogressive community. All those 
interested. can assist with information or 
co-operation in any way. please write 
Mohnlal, Pavilion Caravan, Welwyn, Herts. _ 

TITRRATURE &e 

ROOKS loaned to C.0.2 on land ete: with- 
ant obligation. Write for list Marshall. 21 
Wheatlands Drive, Bradford. Yorks. 


Is Congress Representative? 


Third in a Series of Lunch Hour Lectures 
at Trade Union Club, Gt. Newport St., W.C.2. 
on WED. FEBRUARY 10 at 1.15 p.m. 


REGINALD REYNOLDS 


Indian Freedom Campaign 


pair ladies 
Merrick, 


Admission Free. 


Lincs.- 


IN BELGIUM | 


or hindrance to the war effort. The Famine 
Relief Committee therefore asks for navi- 
certs to enable these 2,009 tons to be sent 
month by month. 

The plea made by Mr. Howard Kershner 
in The Times for a trial shipment of 3,000 
tons of food to Marseilles, in erder to con- 
tinue, for another year, the help already 
given for two vears to 100,000 children in 
Southern France, has the ful! support of 
the Famine Relief Committee. Here, again, 
all that ts wanted is permission to send it. 
M. Pierlot, Prime Minister of the 

Belgian Government, wrote in the 


Daily Despatch, Jan. 21: 

The Belgian people are suffering cruelly 
from a lack of food. The rations to which 
their ration cards entitle them theoretieally 
are far from adequate, and it is imvossible 
for Belgians to procure the food which is 
officially sanctioned them... 

In view of this desperate situation we-- 
the Belgian Government-—have decided to 
ask our allies to authorize the introduction 
into Belgium of a limited quantity of vita- 
mins.and powdered milk, the foods being re- 
served exclusively for malnourished young 
peomle whose lives are thereby threatened. . . 

The foods would, of course, be purchased 
by the Belgian Government with the re- 
sources that it possesses and would, more- 
over, be transported in shipping that it 
would provide at its own risk and expense. 
It is not possible, I think, for this demand 
of ours to be rejected by our allies, 

Mr. Herbert Hoover, who was re- 
sponsible for the large-scale relief of 
Belgium in the last war, said in an 
article in the Sunday Graphic, Jan. 
24: 

That there is and will be famine needs 
little demnstraticn. Already 148,000,900 
people in the occupied democracies in Eu- 
rope and Asia are short of food: millions 
of them are actually starving, and our Al- 


' foy 


lies are obviously running on very short 
rations ...In fact, the whole of Europe 
will continue to degenerate in domestic food 


supply. 


ADVISORY BUREAUX 
Bexley individual adviser-John Wilson, 70 
Bradbourne Rd., Bexley. 


Welling individual adviser.—L. H. Bridges, 
68 Bethel Rd., Welling. 


February 5, 1943 


LETTERS (cont'd from‘page 3) 


| Pacifism and 


Pessimism 


Js it not the case that the extract 
from William James, in your 
“Words of Peace” (PN, Jan. 22) was 
eut short of a significant sentence? 
I have seen the passage quoted as 
finishing with the words “underdogs 
always until history comes, long after 
they are dead, and puts them on top.” 
I do not know tke source, and this 
addition may not be James’s own 
words. I suggest, however, that it 
supplements your article by giving 
pessimistic pacifists a ray of hope. 
There is another passage I should 
like to recommend, both as containing 
“words of peace” and as encouraging, 
even inspiring, when a mood of 
wearied despair settles on one. dt is 
the German philosorher F, A. 
Lange (1828-1875), and is cited, from 
one of his letters, in a biographical 
note to the English translation of his 


“History of Materialism”: 

Never, indeed, will our efforts be wholly 
in vain. The truth, though too late, yet 
comes soon enough; for mankind will not 
die just yet. Fortunate natures hit the 
right moment; but never has one thought- 
ful observer the right. to be silent merely 
because. he knows that for the present there 
are but few who listen to him. 

JOHN HIGHET 


207 Kenmure St., Glasgow S.1. 


Munich 


Your Ikader entitled “Vital Pyo- 
blem” (PN. Jan. 22) does not mention 
the fact that the question of “Raw 
Materials” came up at Munich. It is 
probably nearer the truth to say that 
Mr. Chamberlain was disappointed— 
not deceived. 

M. ILES 


Marquita, Gafzelle Drive. 
Canvey Island. 


HARGES: 2d. per word, minimum 2a. 6d. 
(Box No. 6d. extra). 


(CAs must ecompany copy, 
series bookings. 


ras TIME for copy to be received: 
MONDAY. Please type copy separately 
from your letter, but add name and address. 


» DISPLAYED ADVTS. 


AXIMUM apace allowed: 8 column-inches. 
LATEST TIME for copy: FRIDAY. 


LITERATURE (Cont.) 
QUAKERISM. information abu iterature 
Tespeciing Se Faith ang Practice of the 
Keugious Scciety uf Prieuds, free of apyhca- 
tisnd to the Friends’ Home seryice Cummittee, 
Friends’ House, Kustun Auac, Lundun, N.W.1. 


except for 


MEKRTINGS. «&c. 

HEL? LAUNCH LEICESTER ARMISTICE 
CAMPAIGN Committee’s effort, Mar. 20, 
Speaker, Rev. Dr. Belden. Contributions 
acknowledged by Treasurer F. Blockley, 136 
Letchworth Rd., Leicester, 

NORTH LONDON Region Monthly Break- 
fast, Sun., Feb. 7, 8.30 a.m. Edmonton Inde- 


pendent Church Hall, Knights Lane, N.9. 
Special welcome home to Herbert Moore. 
* NORTH WEST AREA Conference, Sat., 


Feb. 13, 3 p-m., Hope St, Church Hall, Liver- 
pool. Albert Tomlinson on “Which way the 
P.P.U.2" Bring sandwich tea. 


PHRSUOD At 

INTRODUCTIONS by post between pacifists, 
progressives, and other PN readers. Profits 
for Peace. Stamp brings particulars, Box 654 
PN. 3 Blackstock Rd.. N.4.  ‘ 

NEWCASTLEGON-TYNIX Young married 
couple, religious, left, pacifist, would like 
meet similar for practice of indoor ang out- 
door naturism. Refs exchanged. Write Box 
722 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

SITUATIONS + ACANT 

COMPETENT shorthand-typist, with know- 
ledge of filing required for pacifist office, 
Young woman C.O. preferred. Write stating 
age, qualifications, and salary required. with 
photograph if possible. Box 703 PN, 3 Black- 
stock Rd., N.4. 


COOK required in April for small boarding 


school. Live in with teaching staff. Burgess 
Hill School, Redhurst, Cranleigh. 
COOK WANTED for large agricultural 


hostel in the North. Weekly wage £3 plus 
hoard and lodging. Pacifist warden. Box 
720 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4,. 

CYCLE MECHANIC.. Age, experience, 
any, wage required to H. E. G. Ferris, 
Bath Rd., Hounslow, Middx. HOU 3889, 

EXPECTANT MOTHER (July), two boys 
4 and 6, requires household helper daily or 
live in; Walton-on-Thames. Fu!l details to 
Box 713 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

LAD wanted. Apply H. E. G. ‘Ferris, 
Bath Rd., Houns!ow, Middx. HOU 3889. 

SOCIAL SERVICE organization (West 
Midlands) urgently requires assistant store- 
keeper; driver preferred; commencing £3 per 
week; C.O. accentable. Inquiries to Box 1712 
PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


if 
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257 


Please note our only address 


C A BROCK & Co Ltd. 
79 SOUTHERN ROW, LONDON, W.10. 


For all Printing & 
Stationery 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


SITUATIONS VACANT (Cont. 

TYPIST with bookkeeping experience 
wanted at P.P.U. Headquarters. Details and 
salary required to Office Manager, P.P.U., 6 
Endsleigh St.,. W.C.l. 

URGENTLY WANTED. Single farmworker, 
strong; experienced preferred; must be willl- 
ing; dairy and arable; live in; Warwickshire. 
Box 719 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

WANTED two friends or husband, wife to 
undertake cooking for senior school, Adequate 
help, good salary, and accommodation. Apply 
The Beltane School, Melksham, Wilts. 

WOULD ANYONE mind baby and tidy flat 
occasional days while mother works. Phone 
Spreckley, KENsington 4228, 

100% C.O. firm agricultural contractors re- 
quire live man, preferably driver, for thresh- 
ing, baling, cultivations, timber ete. Vacancy 
also for temporary man awaiting uncertain 
future. A. Thomas, Crick, Rugby. 


SITUATIONS & WORK W ANTE: 


€.0., land work exemption, requires situa- 


tion with opportunity for social and educa- 
{ional activities. Community experience. Box 
718 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

C.0., UNCONDITIONAL, 382, over two 


years experience forestry work, also clerical 
and social work, seeks work any description. 
Box 717 PN, 2 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

C.0., unconditionally exempt, business man 
extensive travelling experience, syod  con- 
versationalist, knowledge of office work, able 
to drive, desires situation of trust and_ re- 
sponsibility. Box 716 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., 


Ae 

C.O. (21), wnconditionally exempt, seeks 
usefu) work in North-West; experience of 
general office work, also various types of so- 
cia) service under wartime conditions. Box 
715 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

C.O. 27. requires paid secretarial or cleri¢al 
work in London area with social service or | 
peace organization, 7 years office experience. 
Box 714 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

PACIFIST, 58, married, seeks gituation as 


gardener with cottage. Kent, Surrey, or 
Sussex preferred. Box 705 PN, 3 Blackstock 
Rd.. N.4. 


SCHOOLMASTER desires change. Good 
qualifications and experience in Higtory,. Eng- 
lish, Classics. Non-residential. Box 704 PN, 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Reform Vex- 
etarian Guest House for happy heliday or 
restful recuperation; all modern comforta 
A. and K. S. Ludlow, The Briara, Crich, Mat- 
lock. (Station: Ambergate: Tel. Ambergate 
44). 

LAKE DISTRICT: “Beck Allans,” Grasmere 
Vegetarian Guest House open al] the year 
round for strenuous or restful holidays amid 


some of England's finest scenery. H. and C. 
water all bedrooms. Write: Isabel James 
Phone: Grasmere 129. 


WYE VALLEY. Guest House in own park 
of 150 acres. Vegetarians and others catered 
for, from £2 17s. 6d, “Lindors”, St. Briavela, 


Glos, 
MISCELLANEOUS 

EAST BARNET PACIFIST AMBULANCE 
UNIT (Founded 1939). Wacancies for a few 
men or women pacifists or near-pacifists for 
training as voluntary relief workers especially 
with a view to post-war reconstruction. Ap- 
plicants must be physically strong and pre- 
pared give one evening weekly to ambulance 
duty under local authority; ability to cycle 
an advantage; timid, neurotic, or henpecked 
applicants discouraged. Write Dr, Kathleen 
Cooper, 47 Netherlands Rd., New Barnet. 


Pnpliched from $ Blackstock Rd.. London N.4 
he “Peace Nowa" Utd. Printot hy Clifford 


Printing Co.. (T.U.) London N.16. 


